C H AFTER    X II
WHAT HAVE THE PEASANTRY GAINED BY THE
REVOLUTION?
AS we have seen in a previous chapter, there are now no longer
any Soviet peasant families who are landless or who have no farm
stock and agricultural implements with which to work their land.
The poverty of the pre-war Russian village is a thing of the past.
The Kolkhozy, and with them, of course, their members, are be-
coming better off year by year. Their deposits in the banks and
the expenditure of the Kolkhozy as a whole and of the individual
members have risen from year to year.
To take but a few examples: the income of the Kolkhozy of
the Dnepropetrovsk Province in 1937, according to preliminary
returns, was 481,000,000 roubles, as against 378,000,000 roubles
in 1936, and the amount received by the Kolkhoz members, in
accordance with their labour days, has increased by 40 per cent,
In some districts of the province, the monetary value of a labour
day was almost doubled as compared with 1936. For instance,
in the Genichesk District, the collective farms paid an average
of 4*02 roubles per labour day in 1937 as against 2*46 roubles in
1936. A number of leading collective farms have achieved still
greater successes.
This, of course, is only the cash value of the member's share
in the produce of the Kolkhozy. In addition, every member gets
a share of the produce also in kind; this is usually more than he
requires for his own use and the surplus he is at liberty to sell
in the market, if he so desires. It should also be borne in mind
that a "labour day" is not necessarily the same as a day's work:
it is a certain norm of work which is usually less than the amount
actually worked during a day, i.e. in one day's work one, one and
a half, two or more norms of work (labour days) is often accom-
plished,
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